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Gelecegin Kiitiiphaneleri

Tiirk Kiitiiphaneciler Demegi tarafindan g
ayda bir yayimlanan Tiirk Kiitiiphaneciligi
dergisinin edit6rii olarak, 20-26 ABustos
tarihleri arasinda yapilacak olan 61. IFLA
Konsey ve Genel Konferansina katilmak
iizere diinyanin doért bir yanindan giizel
kentimiz Istanbul’a gelen seckin meslek-
taglanmiza hog geldiniz demekten biiyiik
onur duyuyorum.

IFLA Genel Merkezi ve onun Profes-
yonel Kurulu, IFLA’95 Ulusal Diizenleme
Komitesi ile birlikte, bu y1l da olaganiistii bir
program hazirladilar.  Istanbul’da bulun-
. duklar siire iginde herkesin (ister mesleki ve
sosyal etkinlikler, ister gezi turlart olsun)
izlemeye deger birgeyler bulacagini umut
ediyoruz.

IFLA Konferansinin temasi, “Gelecegin
Kiitiiphaneleri,” ¢ok uygun segilmig. Ciinkii
kiitiiphane ve bilgi hizmetlerinin sag-
lanmasinda daha once ornei goriilmemig
gelismeler ve  degigiklikler  yagiyoruz.
Bugiinlerde “bilgi cagi,” “bilgi toplumu,”
“sanayi oOtesi toplum” gibi terimleri sik sik
duyuyor ve kullamyoruz. Cogu kimse
bilginin karar vermedeki roliinii teslim
etmektedir. “Bilgi” giderek artan bigimde bir
iiriin olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Bir
toplumun ne kadar bilgi “tiiketirse” ekono-
mik yonden o denli gelisecedine inamldi-
gindan, herkesin istekli birer “bilgi
tiiketicisi” olmasi beklenmektedir. Dahasi,
bilgi GSMH’nin geligtirilmesi igin enerji
kadar 6énemhi ve deferli goriilmektedir.
Omegin, yizyihmizda tarimsal iiretimde

Editorial

Libraries of the Future

As the editor of the Tiirk Kiitiiphaneciligi, a
quarterly journal published by the Turkish
Librarians' Association, I am honored to
welcome our distinguished colleagues from
all over the world to the beautiful city of
Istanbul to take part in the 61st IFLA
Council and General Conference from 20-
26 August 1995.

Once again, the IFLA HQ and its
Professional Board, along with the IFLA’ 95
National  Organizing  Committee, put
together an outstanding program this year.
We hope that everyone would find
something worthwhile to pursue (be it
professional  and  social  activities or
sightseeing tours, to name but a few) while
staying in Istanbul.

The theme of the 61st IFLA Conference,
“Libraries of the Future,” was chosen aptly
as we have been experiencing unpre-
cedented developments and changes in the
provision of library and information
services. Nowadays we often hear and use
such terms as “information age,”
“information society,” and “post-industrial
society” in our daily life. Most people
recognize the role of information in
decision-making as  “information” is
increasingly treated as a commodity.
Everybody is expected to become an avid
“Information consumer” as it is believed
that the more information a society
“consumes,” the more developed it becomes
economically. Furthermore, information is
seen as valuable and important a resource
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meydana gelen artigin fiziksel kaynaklarin
ar tgma degil, biyiik oranda yeni bilgi
kullanimma bagl oldugu bilinmektedir.

Ekonomik kalkinma ile bilgi erigim
olanaklarinin varh@ arasindaki iligkiyi fark
eden iilkeler kiitiiphane ve bilgi merkezlerini
geligmis teknoloji tiriinleriyle donatmak igin
bilgi teknolojisi alaninda onemli yatirimlar
yaptilar, Bu iilkeler cok degisik format-
lardaki bilgi kaynaklarinin segimi, diizen-
lenmesi ve bu bilgilere erigim igin
kiitiiphaneci ve bilgi profesyonellerinin
uzmanligma gereksinimi olduklarmin da
farkina vardilar. Diyelim ki on yil once
“gopher” ve “Web” gibi Internet hizmetleri
aracihityla 24 saat kullamma agik tutulan
dijital kiitiiphanelerimizin olacagim  kim
tahmin ederdi? Tiirk kiitiiphanecilerinin
evlerindeki koltuklarindan bile kalkmadan
Louvre Miizesinin koridorlarinda dolagip
oradaki sanat yapitlarini inceleyeceklerini
kim tahmin ederdi? Bir giin ‘“bilgi
otoyolu”na  ¢ikildifinda, birkag  6mek
vermek gerekirse, kiitiiphane ve bilgi mer-
kezlerindeki, sinema ve TV arsivlerindeki,
cofrafik bilgi sistemlerindeki, editim, saglik
ve adalet konusundaki veri tabanlarindaki
her tiir bilgiye (metin, grafik, ses ve
hareketli goriintiiler iceren ¢oklu ortam)
erigebilecegimizi  kim  tahmin  ederdi?
Sanirim ¢ok az kigi..

Ekonomik kalkinma ile bir iilkedeki
bilgi teknolojisi araglarmun varliga arasinda
nastl bir iligki varsa, bilgiye ozgiirce erigim
ile demokrasi arasinda da bir iligki oldugu
gozlenmektedir. Bu iligkiyi ¢ok onceleri fark
eden Thomas Jefferson, bilgiyi “demok-
rasinin deger birimi” olarak nitelendirmigtir.
Bu yaklagimi benimseyen ve demokrasilerin
ancak  bilgili  vatandaglar  tarafindan
geligtirilip giiclendirilebilecegini fark eden
iilkeler bilgi edinme ozgiirliigtintin niindcki
tiim engelleri kaldumakta ve kiitipha-
nelerini ve bilgi merkezlerini biiyiik olgiide
desteklemektedirler.

as energy for the development of the GNP,
For instance, it is known that the increase
in the agricultural productivity within the
last century is primarily due to the use of
new information, not because of increase in
the physical resources.

Countries that have noticed the relation-
ship berween the economic development and

the availability of infermation access and

retrieval capabilities have invested heavily
in information technology to equip their
library and information centers with fairly
developed technological products.  They
also realized that they needed the expertise
of library and information professionals to
cope with the selection, organization and
retrieval of information sources available in
a multitude of format. Who would have
thought, say, ten years ago that we would
have digital libraries that are open to public
24 howrs a day through the Internet services
such as gopher and the World-Wide Web?
Who wowld have thought that Turkish
librarians would stroll through the corridors
of the Lowvre Museum virtually and explore
some of the artwork there without even
leaving their seats at home?. Who would
have thought that one day, once on the
“Information superhighway,” one could get
access to all sorts of information (textual,
graphical, multimedia including sound and
live pictures) that are available through
libraries and information centers, cinema
and TV archives, geographic information
systems, education, health and justice
databases, to name just a few? Very few
people would, I reckon.

Just as there is a relationship between
the level of the economic development and
the availability of information technology
tools in a given country, there appears to be
a strong relationship between democrat-
ization and the freedom of access 1o
information. Thomas Jefferson, who noticed
this relationship long ago described in-
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Ancak, bilgiye erigimle demokrasi ve
ekonomik kalkinma ile bilgi teknolojisi
kolayliklarmin  varhi arasindaki  bu
olumlu iligkilere kargm, insan, yine de,
kendi aramizda baris1 saglama ve koruma
konusunda katedecefimiz uzun bir yol
oldugunu diistinmekten kendini alamiyor.
Bir yandan, bagka iilkelerdeki cevrimigi
ve dijital kiitiphanelere ve  bilgi
kaynaklarina hemen heinen higbir engelle
kargilagmadan aminda erigim sa$lamak ve
bu erigimi siirekli kilmak bizim igin ¢ok
onem tagiyabiliyor. Ote yandan, bu
.cevrimigi bilgilerin ana kaynad1 ve bilgi
ile kiltiiriin  fiziksel yapitlari  olan
kiitiphane, argiv ve miizelerin tahrip
edilmesine kargt daha az duyarl! olabili-
yoruz.

Kiitiiphaneler, argivler ve miizeler
gecmigte her zaman demokrasinin kaleleri
olmug ve bundan biitin uluslar esit
bigimde yararlanmiglardir. Ancak demok-
rasinin kaleleri Bosna-Hersek’te uygar
diinyanin gozleri oniinde yerle bir edil-
meye ve yakilmaya devam edilmektedir.
Buna izin vermemeliyiz.  Istanbul’da
ileriye bakip gelecegin kiitiiphaneleri hak-
kinda diigiiniirken, simdiki ve gecmigteki
kiitiiphanelere de bakalim. Profesor
Riedlmayer’in dedigi gibi: “Kiitliphane ve
argivlerin yakilmasi, dogrunun ortada bir
yerlerde oldugunun farzedildigi iki tarafl
bir siyasi anlagmazlikta taraflardan
birinin goriiglerini ifade etmesi geklinde
degerlendirilemez.”! Bu hain eylemleri
kintyor ve titm meslektaglarimizi ¢ok geg
olmadan bu tiir eylemlere kargt ¢ikmaya
¢aginyoruz. Degilse, uzun vadede bundan
hepimiz zarar gorecegiz.

Tiirk Kiitiiphaneciligi'nin IFLA’95

' Andris Riedlmayer, “Erasing the past: the

destruction of libraries and archives in Bosnia-
Herzegovina,” Middle Eas! Studies Association
Bulletin 28(1): 7-11, July 1995. Riedlmayer’in maka-
lesinin Tiitkge gevirisini bu sayuda bulabilirsiniz.

formation as the “monetary value of
democracy.”  Countries which have
adopted this approach and noticed that
democracies can only be developed and
strengthened through informed citizens,
abolish all barriers before the freedom of
information and support their libraries
and information centers to a great extent.

One cannot help but think, however,
that, despite the positive inter-
relationships between the freedom of
access to information and democracy,
and between the econoniic development
and the availabiliy of information
retrieval facilities, it appears that we
have a long way to go in protecting and
preserving the peace among ourselves.
On the one hand, it may be tremendously
important for us to get access to the
online and digital libraries and
information sources of other countries
within a fraction of a second with
virtually no boundaries, and keep it that
way. Yet, on the other hand, we may be
less sensitive against the destruction of
physical artefacts of information and
culture such as libraries, museums, and
archives which are the main sources of

most  online and digital information in
the first place.
Library and information centers,

archives, and museums have always been
the bastions of democracy in the past and
all the nations have benefitted equally
from that. Yet the bastions of democracy
continue to be burned and leveled to the
ground in Bosniu-Herzegovina before the
very eyes of the civil world. We must not
allow this to happen. While looking ahead
and contemplating about the libraries of
the future here in Istanbul, let's look also
at the libraries of the present and the
past. As Professor Riedlmayer puts it:
“The burning of libraries and archives
cannot be construed as a mere expression
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Ozel Sayistyla ilgili olarak da birkag soz
sdylemek istiyorum: Tiirk kiitiiphaneleri ve
argivleri hakkinda gegitli makalelerin yam
swra her zamanki yazilart da iceren bir ozel
say1 hazirladik (iiniversite, halk ve okul
kiitiphaneleri,  kiitiiphanecilik  egitimi,
yazma ve nadir eser Kkiitiiphaneleri, - Tiirk
argiv  aragtrmalar;, vd). Ozel sayi
yayimlama diigiincemizi destekledikleri ve
maddi kaynak sagladiklant igin [FLA'95
Ulusal Diizenleme Komitesi Bagkam ve
ityelerine tegekkiir etmek isterim. Yardimci
Editor olarak aramiza katilan meslektagimiz
Miijgan San’a da hog geldin diyorum.
fstanbul’y  ziyaretinizden  memnun
kalmanizi ve verimli bir IFLA Konferanst
gecirmenizi  umuyoruz. Gelecek  wl
Pekin’de goriismek tizere. Giile giile!

Yasar Tonta

of one side’s views in a two-sided politi-
cal dispute where right is assumed to re
side somewhere in the middle””  We
condemn these wicked acts and urge our
colleagues to take a stand against such acts
before it is too late. If not, we will all suffer
in the long run.

I would also like to add a few notes
about the IFLA’ 95 ISTANBUL Special Issue
of the Tirk Kiitliphanecilii. We have put
together a special issue that contains a wide
range of articles on Turkish libraries and
archives as well as owr regular features
(Turkish university, public and school
libraries, education for librarianship in
Turkey, manuscripts and rare books
libraries,  Turkish  archival  studies,
networked information in Turkey, eic.). |
would like to thank the President and
members of the IFLA ‘95 ISTANBUL
National ~ Organizing  Committee  for
supporting the idea of publishing a special
issue and sponsoring it. I would also
welcome my colleague Ms. Miijgdn San who
Joined the Editorial Board as an Associate
Editor.

We hope you all enjoy your stay here in
Istanbul and have a fruitful IFLA
Conference. Looking forward to meeting
you in Beijing, China, next year. Giile giile!

Yagar Tonta

Andrds Riedlmayer. “Erasing the past: the
destruction  of libraries and archives in Bosnia-
Herzegovina,” Middle East Studies Association Bulletin
28(1); 7-11, July 1995. The Turkish wanslation of
Riedlmayer's article can be found elsewhere in this issue.



